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Rockets at ACS
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Students in Mr. MacDuff’s STEM class got to test out the aerodynamics of their rockets this week at Alton Central School.
The rockets were designed, built and tested by students in a
cleared hallway this week.

Wright Museum announces Project25
BAY-Wright Museum
2/13
WOLFEBORO
—
Welcoming more than
19,000 visitors annually,
the Wright Museum of
WWII in Wolfeboro recently announced Project25, which celebrates
its 25-year history by
mapping out its next 25
years.
After three years of
planning, the first construction phase of the
project began in late December.
“Our board worked
closely with consultants,
community
members
and others to develop a
master plan that defines
our future,” noted Executive Director Mike Culver.
The objective behind
Project25 is to attract
and support the growing
number of visitors to the
museum.
“With this dynamic
and exciting plan, we are
moving forward with the
help of some key lead donors,” he said.
According to Anne
Blodget, president of the
Wright Museum’s Board
of Directors, Project25
addresses five priorities
identified in 2017 during
“an extensive strategic
and architectural analysis phase.”
“These five priorities
include enhancements
to exhibit galleries and
storylines, space for
educational programs,
collections care, vehicle
maintenance and street
presence,” she said.
To date, more than
$1.5 million has been
raised for Project25 to
help get renovations under way.
Renovations,
explained Culver, will only
be undertaken as they

are funded.
“Currently, the work
is focused on expanding
our education center, exhibit and archival spaces as well as upgrading
building systems,” he
said. “All renovations
are scheduled to be complete by May 1 for our
2020 season.”
Culver said future enhancements will include
a Motor Pool and further
renovations of exhibition spaces.
“At this point, we are
seeking additional financial support to assist us
in beginning these second phase projects,” he
said. “We are seeking
support to help us build
the lasting legacy outlined in Project25. The
leadership of the museum is committed to Project25, which represents
a unique opportunity
to get involved in something very important
and exciting.”
Blodget said Project25’s “exciting priorities” underscore the
Wright Museum’s commitment to honor “the
greatest generation” and
preserve their contributions to the American
home front in WWII.
“The expansion of our
education and exhibit
space will enable us to
explore related themes
and bring in significant
national exhibits,” she
said. “Supported by improved video technology
and a catering kitchen,
our expanded education
center will also be available to rent for functions
or conferences.”
In looking ahead to
the beginning of the 2020
season on May 1, Blodget
said she continues to expect visitors from across
the world.
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THE WRIGHT MUSEUM is undergoing renovations as part of Project25.
“This is just one of
“Project25 will result ic History from the Asin much better use of sociated Press, an exhi- many exhibits and spemore than 30,000 square bition co-sponsored by cial programs we will
feet of education and Service Credit Union, host this year,” he addexhibit space,” she said. that will open on July 1. ed. “We are very thank“One of our primary Nationally-known, this ful for the support we
goals of Project25 is to exhibition has been re- have received for Projenhance the visitor ex- ferred to in the media as ect25 and look forward to
perience by allowing us “one of the greatest pho- building on that success
to present the growing tographic legacies of the while retaining many of
the same features that
variety and number of 20th century.”
“With our newly cre- have kept visitors comexhibits that we have in
a much more profession- ated space, we can take ing back here for years.”
The region’s leading
maximum advantage of
al manner.”
As an example, Cul- how we display an ex- resource for educators
ver cited Vietnam: The hibit of this quality,” he and learners of all ages
on World War II, the
Real War: A Photograph- said.

Wright Museum is a
non-profit educational
institution dedicated to
recognizing and honoring the contributions
and enduring legacy of
WWII-era
Americans.
Located in Wolfeboro,
the museum will reopen
in May of 2020 with a
Project25 grand opening
celebration.
To learn more about
Project25 or support it,
visit
wrightmuseum.
org.

History of apples in New England
coming to Middleton

MIDDLETON — Moose Mountains Regional Greenways (MMRG) and Branch Hill Farm/Carl Siemon
Family Charitable Trust (BHF/CSFCT) will present orchardist, gardener and apple historian John Bunker
for a presentation about the history of apples in New England. The workshop will take place at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, April 4, at the town of Middleton Old Town Hall, Four Corners, Middleton.
In the early 1980s, Bunker started the mail-order nursery Fedco Trees, a division of the cooperative, Fedco Seeds. In 2012, he founded the Maine Heritage Orchard in Unity, Maine. His recent book, Apples and the
Art of Detection recounts his 40 years of tracking down, identifying and preserving rare apples. Branch Hill
Farm Executive Director Jared Kane is thrilled at Bunker’s planned visit, saying, “John is the pre-eminent
expert on heritage apples and we are so privileged to have him come speak to us.”
From the 17th to the early 20th century, thousands of varieties of heirloom apples (malus domestica) dominated the New England landscape, yet today only a handful are found in grocery aisles. Bunker will address
what has become of this historic wealth of varieties and what made them so special. He’ll give examples of
lesser known apples such as Nodhead, Milden and Granite Beauty and what they have in common. Anyone
interested in apples and pears, agricultural history, New England history, cider, or simply curious about the
old tree in their yard is encouraged to attend and bring questions.
Kane adds that the workshop with Bunker is a kickoff to the planting of a new Heritage Orchard at Branch
Hill Farm in Milton Mills. Explains Kane, “This holistically managed orchard will feature historically grown
apples and pears in the Moose Mountain and greater New England regions. Many of these will be cloned from
old trees still surviving in back yards and fields. If you have an old apple tree you think should be included
or have more questions about the Heritage Orchard, please contact me at jared_kane@branchhillfarm.org.”
The workshop is free and open to the public. Pre-registration is helpful but not required. For more information or directions or to register, contact MMRG Education Coordinator Kari Lygren at 978-7125 or e-mail
mmrgnh@gmail.com.
Branch Hill Farm/the Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust works to protect open space and working
forests and to educate the public about sound forestry, conservation and agricultural practices; see www.
branchillfarm.org. MMRG, a non-profit land trust, works to conserve and connect important water resources, farm and forest lands, wildlife habitats, and recreational land and offers many
educational opportunities to inform all ages about the benefits of our region’s
natural resources. For more information and a calendar of upcoming events, visit www.mmrg.info.
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